
 

IT is exciting to see the Lord at work is it not?  As you read this 

newsletter you will begin to see the many things God has been 

doing and realize that.  Gee, God has been doing more in our 

midst than I realized when I live my life day to day.   

 

Friends, this is a good time to remember what God says to us in 

Psalm 139: “1 O Lord, you have searched me and you know me. 

...2... you perceive my thoughts from afar. 3...  you are familiar 

with all my ways. 4 Before a word is on my tongue you know it 

completely, O Lord. 5 You hem me in--behind and before; you 

have laid your hand upon me. 6... ...7...  8 If I go up to the 

heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are 

there. 9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side 

of the sea, 10 even there your hand will guide me, your right 

hand will hold me fast.”   

 

IT is good for you and I to remember that God is present in all our 

lives all the time.  It is also good to remember that God is active 

in all our lives all the time.  More importantly, it is good to 

remember that God cares for you and I all the time.  As you read 

this latest edition of our congregational newsletter be inspired as 

and see this Biblical truth in its pages revealed and give thanks to 

God first and give thanks to everyone who has contributed to His 

work amongst us. 

With Thanksgiving, 

Pastor MacDonald  

A Message from the Pastor  

CBCGL Missions Committee Update 

The CBCGL Missions Committee has finalized the new Missions Policy for the church.  The policy 

defines the mandate for missions and the roles of the Missions Committee members.  There is a 

section on Missionaries, providing the guidelines upon which the Committee will use to select 

missionaries to support as well as how we are to care for missionaries whether they are in the field, 

visiting our church, or being visited by CBCGL families during vacations.  Finally, the policy states the 

procedures for the application and selection of short term missions’ leaders and participants.   

 

Currently, Angie Bowman and Bob Lin are serving as the English Ministry missions coordinators on the 

committee.  If anyone is interested in a copy of the policy, please see one of them.  The committee 

has members from all three congregations with oversight by Pastor MacDonald on behalf of the 

pastoral staff.   

 

We are excited this year about the upcoming CBCGL Missions Conference which will be held from 

October 16th-18th and feature the keynote speaker Pastor James Hudson Taylor IV.  He is the great-

grandson of James Hudson Taylor who was the first missionary to China and the founder of Overseas 

Missions Fellowship.  We are in need of volunteers for the conference, so please see Angie or Bob if 

you are interested.  We hope that everyone will attend this year's conference and that the Lord will 

stir our hearts to be on fire for missions in the world.  
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Summer Retreat 

Empower held its summer retreat in southern Vermont June 12-14th, and over 

20 college students and young adults attended.  It was our largest retreat yet 

and was packed with worship, fellowship, teaching, small group Bible study, 

great food, and hiking.   Our guest speaker was CBCGL’s own Damon Hsu-

Hung and the topic was the Christian worldview.   Damon challenged us to 

think about our identities; what we envisioned ourselves doing every 5 years 

for the rest of our lives and whether that vision was for self-fulfillment or for 

God’s kingdom being manifest in our lives.  In small groups, we studied Jesus’ 

encounter with the rich young man in Matthew 19, Solomon’s view of life in 

Ecclesiastes 2, and Jesus’ last supper discourse with the disciples about 

himself being the vine and we being the branches. 

 

Community Outreach at Habitat for Humanity  

Empower is trying to focus on how we can serve and impact our local 

communities in the limited time we have during the summer.  We had two 

workdays with the Lowell Habitat for Humanity, which has completed 49 

homes for low income families over the last 20 years and is currently building 7 

homes in a cul-de-sac in Bedford.  In addition to Habitat, we are looking for 

other ways to share Christ’s love in word and deed.   Suggestions are 

welcome!   Keep the college students in your prayers – that they successfully 

meet their academic challenges, find spiritual nourishment from local 

churches and college fellowship groups, and have opportunity to share their 

faith with their roommates and friends on campus. 

 

 

 

 

Empower College and  
Young Adult Fellowship  

Empower Retreat 

 
 
Habitat Bedford Site 

 

Boston Project – Youth Short Term Mission  

Boston Project Team 2009 

 

 

Serving the Communities 

 

Our Congregation sent an English Ministry short-term mission team (STM) to the 

Dorchester area of Boston to serve in Boston Project 2009 on July19 - 24.  The 

STM team consisted of 18 teenagers and 5 adults.  Our STM team served 

alongside of a team from Center Point Community Church in Salem, NH.  This 

week long regional mission and community service trip was part of Boston 

Project Ministries, a non-denominational, Christian, community development 

organization.  Boston Project 2009 was more than just a week of hard work, 

fellowship, and spiritual growth.  Planning for Boston Project 2009 started in 

early May with counselor meetings and candidate interviews.  Training and 

fund raising activities took place in June and July. 

 

While in Dorchester, the STM team participated in daily devotionals, social 

justice educational activities, fellowship activities, celebratory worship and lots 

of community service projects.  CBCGL served the local communities through 

local ministries and organizations including Cradles to Crayons, Starlight 

Ministries, and Boston Food Bank.  We also painted parts of Trinity Church, 

Second Church of Dorchester, Fuller House, and the front porch of a local 

pastor.  We also did landscaping and we had the opportunity to serve 

alongside local Dorchester residents.  The theme of this STM was Micah 6:8, 

“He has showed you, O man, what is good.  And what does the LORD require 

of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”  

     

For six days and five nights, the team lived, ate, worshiped, and served 

together while learning how to emulate Christ’s humility (Philippians 2:1 – 11).  

But the week wasn’t all hard work and self sacrifice, for one afternoon and 

evening the team got to enjoy shopping at Faneuil Hall and Korean BBQ in 

Chinatown. 

 

Boston Project 2009 STM team would like to thank everyone that supported 

this mission trip in prayer, with financial support, and through service. 
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The LORD has blessed our VBS this year in many ways.  146 

children and 80+ coworkers had a wonderful week  (August 

10th – 14th) together learning to “Fear not!” because God is 

with us, God is powerful, God does what He says He’ll do, 

God gives us life, and God cares for us.   

 

Many parents commented on how much their children 

enjoyed their time here at CBCGL.  We also received 

comments on how well our youth helpers did and how 

parents hoped their teens could serve in the future.  Thanks 

to Raymond Xie that we improved our E-mail Ministry with a 

series of spiritual messages to our predominantly non-

churched VBS parents using Yahoo’s Internet E-mail group.   

 

During the week we went through 180 Twizzlers, 904 pretzels, 

1,993 cookies and 88 items were donated to the Shelf of 

Hope, our Food Drive ministry.   50 songs were sung during 

Singsparation and over 1,200 pictures were taken and 900 

newsletters were printed!   

 

But most importantly we had 5 campers profess faith alone 

in Jesus Christ and believe in what Jesus did for us on the 

cross and resurrection.  Please remember to keep these 

souls in your prayer.  We welcome your participation in next 

year’s VBS! 

 

Dedicated VBS Staff 

 
    

Campers Praising the Lord 

 
   

Bible Adventure Class  

 
  

                

Serving Together at NEPC 

 
 

 
 
 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) 2009  
 

 

P.L.O.W.  Ministry Update  
 

 
Sixteen members of the English Congregation, including 

adults and youth, volunteered together at the New England 

Pediatric Care (NEPC) to serve the children and their families 

during the annual Semi-Formal celebration.  NEPC is a 

unique long-term health care facility for children and young 

adults with medically-complex and severe cognitive and 

neurological impairments.   During the Semi-Formal, the 

resident children, with the help of volunteers and nursing 

staff, got to dress up and got escorted to “wheel dance” 

around to music with their families.  The tasks we performed 

were simple, from babysitting to escorting, but they were an 

integral part of NEPC’s care services to support family 

involvement in the lives of children who live at NEPC.  

 

There was no doubt that God used this opportunity to teach 

us through these children to humble our hearts and to serve 

the needy.   We were blessed by this indelible experience.  

Praise God!  
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About three years ago, my good friend Esther Chiang invited me to come to Girls 

Fellowship (GF) for pasta night.  At that time, I thought sure why not, it was not as if 

that one time would make it a commitment.  During devotions that night after the 

memorable pasta that Kat Kang made, I felt something powerful tug at my heart as I 

sat in silent prayer with my friends before the cross.  Unfortunately, I ignored that 

feeling as guidance from Lord Jesus for the next three years.  Extracurricular activities 

and schoolwork soon took over my time as high school droned on and I had no time 

to realize how often God was beside me. 

 

Although those GF days helped me get a bit closer to God unconsciously, I think it was 

those two weeks at White Mountain Ranch that really helped jumpstart my awareness 

for God.  I thought that camp divided the time between fun and worship really well in 

that I was not able to feel uncomfortable among all the “seasoned” Christians and 

yet I was not able to completely lose myself in the fun of canoeing, tubing, and 

etcetera. 

 

The devotions at night were really helpful also.  From them, I was really amazed at 

what God’s love can do and help a person through hard situations.  That camp was 

certainly one of my more vivid memories.  However, when I came back, I reverted 

back to the way I was before because of lack of exposure.  Basically, it seemed as if I 

only went for the “camp” part of Christian camp.  But my lack of exposure to God 

ended this past fall, when my Dad suffered from a period of depression and this 

negatively affected my Mom and me.  

 

Several family friends that went to this church graciously gave up their time to help my 

family through the hard times.  I want to especially thank Casey Hsiung’s mother. 

Thanks to her, my Dad was able to get healed quickly and no longer takes the pills 

anymore.  I think that was when my parents really became real Christians in their 

hearts.  

 

Truthfully, at that time I just tagged along to Church because I did not have the power 

to refuse, because we all know that Asian parents’ rules are absolute.  However, my 

motivation to go to church slowly changed.   I wanted to go to church.  Not only was I 

able to make new friends, I was also able to strengthen the ties between me and 

those that are already my friends.  Each week, Pastor MacDonald teaches insightful 

lessons that help us understand the love of God and how much we love Him.  Now 

after half a year, I have come to terms as to just how much I love our God.  

 

Today, I officially became God’s daughter, but it is not a written testimony or a dip in 

the tub that allowed me to become a fellow Christian. But it is that I accept Jesus 

Christ as my personal Savior and that I give myself to God willingly.  

 

Baptismal Testimony from Shuyue Zhou  
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Before I really knew who God was, I was afraid of baptism.  I was afraid that after I got 

baptized, people would judge me harder and expect more of me.  I thought they 

would expect me to volunteer to pray, raise my hands during worship, and read the 

bible every day.  So my excuse for not getting baptized was: I’m not ready.  When I 

was in Sunday school, I thought was good Christian.  After all, I accepted Jesus as my 

lord and savior over and over.  Every time I was unsure that I was saved, I would 

accept Jesus again. I thought if I accepted Jesus at least 7 times, I would go to 

heaven.  

 

A lot of things changed when I went to youth group.  I began to notice more and 

more that I was inferior, and that I wasn’t the perfect Christian I thought I was.  I saw 

how I was not as good as everybody else, and I felt self-conscious.  At school, there 

were always people who were more confident, popular, pretty, athletic, and smarter 

than me.  At church, people were more godly and spiritual.  I became aware of my 

sin, and I felt ashamed.  I could never be good enough to meet God’s standards.  It 

made me feel discouraged and empty.  However, through countless small groups, 

Winter Teen Conference (WTC), lessons, and testimonies, I began to understand 

something wonderful and beautiful.  It became even clearer during the 2008 Lowell 

Youth Fellowship (LYF) retreat, live to tie.  Even though I could never ever be good 

enough to reach God’s standards, God would be faithful to me.  If I turned away from 

God, he would go after me.  His sacrificial 100% love for me is everlasting. It’s just like 

the song from the Inside Out – “a thousand times I failed still your mercy remains, and 

should I stumble again, I’m caught in your grace.” 

 

This took a long time for me to understand.  It didn’t happen through one sermon or 

one LYF retreat.  But when I saw how free and joyful some Christians were, I knew 

there was something that I was missing, that I didn’t understand.  But now that I 

understand a little more about God’s amazing grace, I feel so grateful and 

unburdened.  The pressure of meeting standards has lifted.  I love thinking that God 

delights in me and God will meet all of my needs.  As I learned more about God’s 

love, holiness, might, and mercy, I began to have a passion to know more about him. 

I wanted to love him back and obey him.  I got baptized because, like Nathan said, it 

is an act of obedience.  I wanted become a child of God and live my life to serve 

Him.  I am excited to see how God will use me to do His work, and I know it will be 

hard sometimes, but God will always remain faithful.  He will be there to catch me 

when I stumble and lead me on again. 

 

“The Lord will work out his plans for my life ð for your faithful love, O Lord, endures 

forever.”  Psalm 138:8 NLT 

Baptismal Testimony from Ashley Li  
 

 



 

 

Page 6 of 6 

 

PAGE 6 EC COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday August 15th, CBCGL held a church picnic at the Wilmington Town Hall Park and Ball 

Fields.  Over two hundred people attended.  God blessed us with good weather and a well 

shaded picnic area.  We played volley ball, badminton, Frisbee and softball.  There was plenty 

of food and smiles.  Some went to Silver Lake beach for a quick dip in the cool lake water.    

 

54rd Baptism Ceremony  Sep 13 

LYF Fall Retreat   Oct 10 – 12  

Missions Conference  Oct 16 – 18 

20th Congregational Meeting  Oct 25  

Fall Festival  Oct 31 

Fall Clean Up  Nov 8 

Christmas Combined Worship   Dec 20 

  

  

Upcoming Events 

Summer Picnic  

 

Sunday Worship    Sunday, 10:00-11:20am 

Sunday School (Adults and Youth) Sunday, 11:30am-12:30pm 

Children’s Sunday School & Worship Sunday, 10:00am-12:30pm Bldg B 

Adult Prayer Meeting    Wed, 7:45-9:15pm Rm A218 

Youth Prayer Meeting   Wed., 7:45-9pm, Youth Min. Office 

Friday night Adult Bible Study   Friday, 7:30pm, Room A218 

Friday night Youth (LYF) activities  Friday, 7:45-9:30pm, Rm A215 

AWANA children’s program   Friday, 7:45-9:30pm, Bldg B, flr2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Activities 

This upcoming Columbus Day Weekend, Lowell Youth Fellowship (LYF) will be taking time for a 

retreat. On Oct. 10-12th, students and adults from our church have the opportunity to enjoy 

God's creation, a time of fellowship with each other, and great teaching from this year's speaker. 

Details regarding location of the retreat and the identity of the speaker are forthcoming. 

 

LYF retreat, in the past, has been a great time of bringing students together and helping students 

to grow in their relationship with the Lord. Last year, we played games, met in small groups and 

large groups, worshipped God, and enjoyed the annual skit night. This year, there are many 

exciting activities planned and we hope that all the youth (grades 7th-12th) from our church can 

join us for the 8th annual LYF Retreat. 

LYF Fall Retreat Preview  

On August 2, 2009 Tim and Chris Fung visited CBCGL.  Tim and Chris are 

missionaries that have been serving in Kenya since 2001.  Tim delivered the 

Sunday sermon, “Missions at Your Door Step” while Chris shared about 

Africa Inland Mission (AIM) missionaries during the combined Sunday 

School hour.  On August 4th, Tim and Chris returned to Kenya to serve at 

Moffat Bible College in Nairobi in Kenya.  Please continue to pray for Tim 

and Chris, and for the people of Kenya. 

 

Pray for our Missionaries 
Missionary Tim Fung 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


