
O Winter Day!  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! I hope this letter will find 
you in good health both physically 
and spiritually! 
 

Summer is finally here. Indeed, 
without winter, we cannot appreciate 
the arrival of spring & summer.  To 
many people, winter is not their sea-
son. For those who do not like any 
winter sports or activities, the time of 
winter seems eternal. This past winter 
was particularly harsh. In New Eng-
land, roofs had been collapsing due 
to extraordinary snowfall amounts, as 
freezing weather delayed melting, 
and snow accumulations increased to 
the breaking point in some structures. 
Across the US this winter, we had 
seen a succession of heavy snowfalls 
blanketing large regions, causing air-
port and highway closures.  We were 
experiencing what Job experienced 
thousand years ago: 

 
 

"Out of the south comes the storm, 
And out of the north the cold. 
From the breath of God ice is made, 
And the expanse of the waters is fro-
zen.ò Job 37:9-10 (NASB) 

 

Many brothers and sisters suf-
fered severe damage to their homes 
caused by ice dam, burst pipes or 
broken tree limbs etc. Our church 
building was no exception. Below is 
an account of all the incidents hap-
pened during this past winter: 

In January, water was found leak-
ing from the second floor ceiling to 
the first floor around the Chinese 
School, Children Ministry and Staff 
lounge area in Building B. It was 
caused by a 7 ï 8 inch thick ice dam. 
20 ceiling tiles were damaged. It took 
the building contractor 3 days and 
about $4000 to knock down the ice 
dam and to repair the roof.  

In February, the heater in Build-
ing A was broken due to extreme cold 
weather. Workers had to walk 
through 2 feet snow in order to ac-
cess the heater for repair. 

It was amazing that no burst pipe 
found during this time. The church 
parking lot had snow removal issues. 
Due to the enormous amount of snow 
accumulated in the parking lot, the 
snow removal contractor was not able 
to keep pace. To keep the parking lot 
clean for Friday night activities and 
Sunday worship, many brothers and 
sisters served voluntarily by removing 
snow from the parking lot themselves. 

In March, someone dropped 
something into the toilet bowl in Build-
ing B causing a sewage backup from 
the septic system to the nursery. You 
can imagine what a mess it was 
made. 

Continue on page 2... 
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ñPraise the Lord. Sing to the Lord a new song, His praise in the assembly of the saints.ò 

Chinese Bible Church of Greater Lowell 

(CBCGL)  
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O Winter Day! continue... 

 
It is true that winter is not 
always pleasing and that 
sometimes it can be damaging 
to our livelihoods. What should 
our personal response be? 
Surely, nobody can predict 
exactly what the winter will do. 
But, we can encourage and 
remind each other that God is 
in complete control. Even 
though we cannot fully 
understand God, we know that 
He is great and just and will 
carry us through when 
situations arise.  
 
Wei Ye, Property Deacon 
Written by Irene Fung 

 

Winter Blessings   Jon Pan 

 

 I learned something valuable this 

winterð God works with the faith we 

have. Since I would be finishing the 

requirements for my masters degree this 

last semester, I started the job search 

again in the fall. I told God that I was 

going to trust in Him, and whatever 

opportunity I got, I would give him the 

credit and know that Heôs the one who 

gave the opportunity to me. Now this is 

what I said, but in my heart, I didnôt 

know if this was true. There have been 

times in the past when God has blessed 

me, and rather than recognizing him as 

the source of the blessing, Iôve thought 

that I was the one who earned it, due to a 

lack of faith. God knew this also.  

I got invited to three interviews. 

God knew that if I had gotten only one 

offer, I would have thought that I 

deserved it and that I had earned it on 

my own.  

As it turns out, I got offers from all 

three companies. I believe God was 

telling me that he wanted me to know 

without a doubt that He was the one in 

control of things, and he was the one that 

was blessing me with these 

opportunities. I praise God for knowing 

me and being patient with me, even 

when my faith is small.  

My Testimony  
Wenxi Liu 
 

I have been attending church since I 

was eight years old. I knew God exists. 

I knew Jesus died for my sins. I knew 

the Bible is the Holy book. But it was 

not until college that I can say I truly 

turned my life over to Christ. In college 

my faith was tested. I was surrounded 

by people who were not Christians. 

They did not have the same values as 

what I have been taught. The general 

consensus was to live in the moment, 

have fun, and chase after temporary 

happiness. I was faced with a choice: be 

accepted by my peers or be pleasing to 

God. I thought I could do both.  

 
Continue on page 3... 

How God Provides for Me 
Dave Gebo 

 

When I was asked to write about my reflections about this past winter, I began 

to think of the many things I could write to describe my life and the many trials I 

was currently facing. I wanted it to be a letter of encouragement and not one that 

conveys the frustration and anxiety I am currently facing.  I hope to encourage you 

to ñset your sights on the things aboveò.  

As some of you know, God led me to China to live and teach from 2004 to 

2009. While in China, God constantly reminded me of His great love for me.  For 

the five years I was in China, I rarely questioned Godôs provision, love and mercy 

for me. I made so many friends, shared the Gospel as He would lead and lived my 

life, I believe, closer to God than I have in years.  Now I was back in the States, 

without a job, without a car, without an apartment and without a church. For the 

first time in years I felt I was starting all over. I didnôt know when or IF I would 

ever return to China.  Since my return to America, I have spent a lot of time feeling 

anxious and uncertain of what God was doing.  

As previously stated, when I came back from China, I returned to a lot of un-

certainty. I was living with family but I no longer had a church home. Having vis-

ited CBCGL a number of times over the years I felt becoming a member would be 

the best thing for me. I love my CBCGL family and it is yet another example of 

Godsô great provision for me. 

I began volunteering my time as a tutor in Boston last March. It was through 

my volunteering at The Boston Chinatown Neighborhood Center (BCNC) that I 

made connections with people who would later provide substitute teaching hours. 

This assignment lasted an entire semester. As a result of the connections I had 

made at the BCNC, I was able to meet with other school administrators in China-

town. The American Chinese Christian Education and Social Services or 

(ACCESS) also provided additional substitute teaching hours that also lasted an 

entire semester.  

Since the semester for both schools ended in January, it would seem I was back 

where I started. I am currently working only three hours a week and in need of full 

time employment. Yet I know that God will always provide for my every need.  I 

wonôt kid you or myself. I do become anxious. Like Martha, I do worry about many 

things, but when I finally learn to rest and be still I can look back at how wonder-

fully He has provided, is providing and will continue to provide my every need. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:18 ñSo we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. 

For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.ò 

Our emotions and feelings are real. 

To deny our emotions and feelings are to 

deny the very essence of who God created 

us to be.  However, we mustnôt be con-

trolled by our emotions but ask God for 

His help to control them. This world has 

many distractions and all are designed to 

get our sights off the One who said ñI will 

never leave you nor forsake you.ò Deuter-

onomy 31:6; Hebrews 13:5 He is faithful 

and He will always provide.  

 

 

 

In May we saw God answered our prayers 

by providing Dave a job! Dave will be 

teaching English at Jingnan university in 

Wuxi Jiangsu Province. He will be leav-

ing for China in mid September. 

 

God does hear our prayers! 



 

 convictions, and His purposes. I 

prayed for him to heal me. In the 

past Iôve always had trouble find-

ing the words. But this time I just 

spoke from the heart. My heart 

was desperate for Him. Only he 

alone can satisfy. 

It is by the grace of God that I 

am here today. When I was 

younger I thought I knew God but 

I did not; I only knew of Him. 

During college, He tested me, He 

refined me, and He gave me a new 

understanding and a new life. I am 

by no means a perfect Christian. I 

am in fact far from it. But, He has 

given me such a strong desire to 

seek Him that I want to do so for 

the rest of my life. I put my faith 

in Him. I turn my life over to Him. 

He is the Lord of my heart and my 

life. I live to please Him and Him 

alone.  

I want to conclude with a 

verse from Psalm 62: 1-2 

ñMy soul find rest in God 

alone; my salvation comes from 

Him. He alone is my rock and my 

salvation; He is my fortress, I will 

never be shaken.ò Amen. 

Itôs not about the results. Itôs not about 

how many people you personally converted 

during the week; itôs about loving, trusting, 

and having faith in God. Itôs about taking 

that step of faith to go out onto the beaches 

and share the love of Christ. Itôs about 

letting the Holy Spirit work through you. 

Itôs about you listening and loving others, 

witnessing with not simply words but also 

with actions. Itôs about answering questions 

when necessary, and not on winning 

debates. Itôs not about performance based 

success; itôs about knowing that Godôs love 

is unconditional. Itôs about being obedient 

and doing His will. Itôs about walking with 

God first, and then sharing your faith. Itôs 

about Love. 

College has been an incredible learning 

experience and an even more amazing walk 

with God. God has brought me to places 

that I never even imagined  I would go, and 

has gotten me to think about the world in 

entirely new ways. This past spring break I 

attended a short term mission trip run by 

Campus Crusade for Christ called ñBig 

Breakò. In short, Big Break is a trip that 

focuses around ñstreetò evangelism. Every 

year it is hosted in Panama City Beach, 

Florida, an immensely popular spring break 

vacation spot for thousands of college 

students around the nation. At Big Break, 

we attend a conference in the mornings and 

listen to speakers who talk about sharing 

the Word of God, and then go out onto the 

beaches in the afternoon, actually sharing 

the Gospel to the college spring breakers.  

Big Break  Dan Yuan It is quite an amazing experience, being 

able to share the Word of God in one of 

the most God-less places during one of 

the most God-less times. The last thing 

you would think that these college 

partiers have on their mind is God, but 

God is so gracious that He DOES speak 

to the hearts of many during this time. 

This past spring break during our week, 

209 reported people came to Christ 

because of our efforts. Thousands were 

engaged in spiritual conversation and 

were shared the Gospel, and we can 

simply continue to pray for them and 

hope that God has worked in them 

through us.  
Throughout my freshman year and 

Big Break, Iôve learned SO much. One of 

the most important things I learned 

during Big Break about sharing my faith 

is the importance of listening. As I 

experienced during the week, most non-

Christians simply want to be heard. They 

want their thoughts, opinions, and 

problems with God and Christianity to be 

heard; they simply want to be loved. Now 

being a Christian, and especially one who 

is very interested in apologetics, listening 

first tends to be difficult. Personally, I 

tend to want to spew out everything I 

know and find true about the world we 

live in. But over the course of my first 

year at college and during Big Break, I 

have learned to listen not only with my  

My Testimony continue 

 

I soon learned that hanging out with my friends meant doing what they did, some of 

which were contrary to pleasing God. The thing about sin is that the more you live in sin 

the less you become aware of your sins. Through the process of desensitization I was 

growing more tolerant of the ways of the world. But yet the world could not satisfy me. 

On the outside I seemed like this cool person with lots of friends but on the inside I felt 

empty and hollow. I did not know why. 

Sophomore year I started Pharmacy school and things only got worse. I used to skip 

class and still get decent grades but I could no longer get away with that in Pharmacy 

school. My grades started to slip. My friends also left me because I was too busy with 

schoolwork to hang out with them. I felt so lost and alone. But it was during the time 

when I was at my lowest that God started to work in me. 

At some point during the middle of my sophomore year, I started reading the Bible 

again. In the past Iôve always found the Bible to be dry and difficult to read. But this time 

was different. I saw power in the Word. God was revealing to me His wisdom, His 

Continue on page 4... 



Big Break continue... 

 

Mark Your Calendar  
 
6.24-26 
Empower Retreat 
 
7.10-15 
Boston Project 
 
7.24 
EC Summer BBQ 
 
8.8-12 
VBS 2011 
 
8.14 
EC Summer BBQ 
 
8.20 
Church Picnic 
 
9.17 
Church Open House  

 

9.18 
58th Baptism Ceremony 

 

10.7-10 
Youth Fall Retreat 

 

10.31 

Fall Festival 

ears, but also with my heart and my soul. 

Iôve learned to really understand and 

empathize with what each individual 

personôs heart is crying out for.  

There is so much more that I could 

write about, but there simply is not enough 

space. This past year has been one 

amazing spiritual growth experience for 

me, and Big Break has contributed to that. 

I just want to thank everyone who 

supported us who went on the trip (Chris 

Wu, Shuyue Zhou, and I) financially, but I 

also am incredibly grateful to those who 

supported us with prayer. Big Break was a 

trip that I would recommend to anyone 

who has not previously gone; it will 

definitely change lives including your own 

and propel your walk with God!  

 

GOD IS GOOD! 

 

 
My Own Big Break Experience 

 
My name is Christopher Wu, and I am 

a freshman at UMass Amherst. As a first 
year here in college, I feel that God has 
really blessed me in all aspects of my daily 
life. God has provided for me 
academically, that I may glorify him in my 
work. God has provided for me spiritually, 
that I may worship him at a local church. 
And God has provided for me health-wise 
that I may stay strong in him. All of these 
things, though, I have taken for granted. 
Life had turned monotonous in its routine 
activities, and God was not the first 
priority in my mind. Big Break changed 
that for me though. 

Big Break was basically a missions 
trip/ conference that lead college 
students to share their faith with complete 
strangers in Panama City Beach, Florida. 
The conference that taught us methods on 
how to share our faith were held in the 
morning and evenings. While afternoons 
were dedicated to sharing and talking to 
the thousands of people on the beaches. To 
me, this was a leap of faith, going beyond 
my comfort zone to share what I believe in. 

Although I knew that I was here in 
�)�O�R�U�L�G�D�� �W�R�� �P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �I�R�U�� �*�R�G�·�V��
lost sheep, I felt that there had to be a 
�G�H�H�S�H�U���U�H�D�V�R�Q���I�R�U���P�H���E�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H�U�H�����,�W���Z�D�V�Q�·�W��
until the third day that God really showed 
me why he called me to Big Break.  

My partner and I were walking along the 
beach after having been rejected 9 out of 
9 times, when I noticed an old woman, 
wearing ragged clothes, crying next to a 
trashcan.  

My initial thought was to continue 
walking, and pass her by, yet, at each 
step I took, I felt God tugging and calling 
me to turn back and just talk to her. So, 
�Z�H���Z�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���W�D�O�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U�« 

Jean (the name of the woman) turned 
out to be a homeless woman that was 
really just searching for something to 
trust and believe in. Speaking with her 
made me realize and acknowledge all 
the things that God has blessed me with. 
As we continued speaking and telling 
her about how awesome our God really 
is, her interest sparked a renewed passion 
in my heart. At the close of our 
conversation, we were able to lead our 
sister Jean to Christ, while at the same 
time, cementing my faith in him. 

What I learned from Big Break was 
that everyone is really just seeking 
someone better and more trustworthy to 
believe in; and that someone is God. That 
although I may be too scared to minister, 
nothing is too big a sacrifice when telling 
others about the one I love. I have 
learned to live my life fully for God in 
truly everything I do, and for everything I 
�G�R�����,���S�U�D�L�V�H���+�L�P���µ 

 
Chris Wu 


