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O Winter Day!

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Greetings in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ! | hope this letter will find
you in good health both physically
and spiritually!

Summer is finally here. Indeed,
without winter, we cannot appreciate
the arrival of spring & summer. To
many people, winter is not their sea-
son. For those who do not like any
winter sports or activities, the time of
winter seems eternal. This past winter
was particularly harsh. In New Eng-
land, roofs had been collapsing due
to extraordinary snowfall amounts, as
freezing weather delayed melting,
and snow accumulations increased to
the breaking point in some structures.
Across the US this winter, we had
seen a succession of heavy snowfalls
blanketing large regions, causing air-
port and highway closures. We were
experiencing what Job experienced
thousand years ago:

"Out of the south comes the storm,
And out of the north the cold.

From the breath of God ice is made,
And the expanse of the waters is fro-
zen. @ob 37:9-10 (NASB)

Many brothers and sisters suf-
fered severe damage to their homes
caused by ice dam, burst pipes or
broken tree limbs etc. Our church
building was no exception. Below is
an account of all the incidents hap-
pened during this past winter:

In January, water was found leak-
ing from the second floor ceiling to
the first floor around the Chinese
School, Children Ministry and Staff
lounge area in Building B. It was
caused by a 7 1 8 inch thick ice dam.
20 ceiling tiles were damaged. It took
the building contractor 3 days and
about $4000 to knock down the ice
dam and to repair the roof.

In February, the heater in Build-
ing A was broken due to extreme cold
weather. Workers had to walk
through 2 feet snow in order to ac-
cess the heater for repair.

It was amazing that no burst pipe
found during this time. The church
parking lot had snow removal issues.
Due to the enormous amount of snow
accumulated in the parking lot, the
snow removal contractor was not able
to keep pace. To keep the parking lot
clean for Friday night activities and
Sunday worship, many brothers and
sisters served voluntarily by removing
snow from the parking lot themselves.

In March, someone dropped
something into the toilet bowl in Build-
ing B causing a sewage backup from
the septic system to the nursery. You
can imagine what a mess it was
made.

Continue on page 2...




Dave Gebo Winter Blessings Jon Pan

How God Provides for Me .

When | was asked to write about my reflections about this past winter, | began | learned something valuable this
to think of the many things | could write to describe my life and the many trials | winterd God works with the faith we
was currently facing. | wanted it to be a letter of encouragement and not one thatave. Since | would be finishing the
conveys the frustration and anxiety | am currently facing. | hope to encourage youwequirements for my masters degree this
to Aset your sights on the things abolastsemester, | started the job search
As some of you know, God led me to China to live and teach from 2004 toagain in the fall. | told God that | was
2009. While in China, God constantly reminded me of His great love for me. Forgoing to trust in Him, and whatever
the five years | was in China, | r ar edportunigyu gct, tl woold gwve hit the 6 s
for me. | made so many friends, shared the Gospel as He would lead and livedmyr edi t and know ¢t hat
life, | believe, closer to God than | have in years. Now | was back in the Statesgave the opportunity to me. Now this is
without a job, without a car, without an apartment and without a church. For thew h a t I sai d, but i n
first time in years | felt | was st akndow intlys wad tiue. here have been d i
ever return to China. Since my return to America, | have spent a lot of time feelingimes in the past when God has blessed
anxious and uncertain of what God was doing. me, and rather than recognizing him as
As previously stated, when | came back from China, | returnedto alotofun-t he source of the bl
certainty. | was living with family but | no longer had a church home. Having vis: that | was the one who earned it, due to a
ited CBCGL a number of times over the years | felt becoming a member would bdack of faith. God knew this also.
the best thing for me. | love my CBCGL family and it is yet another example of | got invited to three interviews.
Godsd great provision for me. God knew that if | had gotten only one
| began volunteering my time as a tutor in Boston last March. It was throughoffer, | would have thought that |
my volunteering at The Boston Chinatown Neighborhood Center (BCNC) that I deserved it and that | had earned it on
made connections with people who would later provide substitute teaching hours
This assignment lasted an entire semester. As a result of the connections | héHy oW,
made at the BCNC, | was able to meet with other school administrators in China- g Uil _OUt’ e pﬁers U
town. The American Chinese Christian Education and Social Services ortfifeé€ companies. | believe God was
(ACCESS) also provided additional substitute teaching hours that also lasted [afflling me that he wanted me to know
entire semester. without a doubt that He was the one in
Since the semester for both schools ended in January, it would seem | was badontrol of things, and he was the one that
where | started. | am currently working only three hours a week and in need of fulwas blessing me with these
time employment. Yet | know that God will always provide for my every need. | opportunities. | praise God for knowing
wonodot kid you or myself. | do become| ygehghd Belth§ patidnt witE mdaeleh h a
things, but whenll flna]ly Iear.n to rest aqd be S.tl|| | can Ioo_k back at how wondef=\ nan my faith is small.
fully He has provided, is providing and will continue to provide my every need.

2 Corinthians 4:18So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.

For what is seen is temporary, but wha i nseen i s eter
wihtér Dé&/. cOnfinde."

My Testimony T dOur emotI(r)nnS;i annd fs:l:‘ngﬁnare ;eatl. It is true that winter is not

Wenxi Liu 0 deny our emotions and teeliings are to always pleasing and that

_ deny the very essence of who God created sometimes it can be damagin
| have been attending church since IUS t o be. However, . Wedthisad Wia shob% con-
was eight years old. | knew God exists. trolled by our emotions but ask God for our personal response be?

| knew Jesus died for my sins. | knew His help to control them. This world has Surely, nobody can predict
the Bible is the Holy book. But it was Many distractions and all are designed to

. xactly what the winter will do. o
not until college that | can say | truly 9et our sights off 't %\JFwe nc mange ! d Al
turned my life over to Christ. In college N €V € I leave you nor ErQidd 2aaother hit Boqfs Deut e
oL . . in complete control. Even
by people who were not Christians. and He will always provide. though we cannot fully
They did not have the same values as understand God, we know that
what | have been taught The general - He is great and just and will
consensus was to live in the moment,

carry us throug
situatio i

have fun, and chase after temporary N May we saw God answered our prayers
happiness. | was faced with a choice: bePy providing Dave a job! Dave will be
accepted by my peers or be pleasing toteaching English at Jingnan university in Wei Ye

God. | thought | could do both. Wuxi Jiangsu Province. He will be leav- \yiten
ing for China in mid September.

Continue on page 3...
God does hear our prayers!



My Testimony continue

| soon learned that hanging out with my friends meant doing what they did, some ofconvictions, and His purposes. |
which were contrary to pleasing God. The thing about sin is that the more you live in sifprayed for him to heal me. In the
the less you become aware of your sins. Through the process of desensitization | wasa s t |l 6ve al ways he
growing more tolerant of the ways of the world. But yet the world could not satisfy me.ing the words. But this time | just
On the outside | seemed like this cool person with lots of friends but on the inside | felspoke from the heart. My heart
empty and hollow. | did not know why. was desperate for Him. Only he

Sophomore year | started Pharmacy school and things only got worse. | used to skiflone can satisfy.
class and still get decent grades but | could no longer get away with that in Pharmacy |t is by the grace of God that |
school. My grades started to slip. My friends also left me because | was too busy witAm here today. When | was
schoolwork to hang out with them. | felt so lost and alone. But it was during the timeyounger | thought | knew God but
when | was at my lowest that God started to work in me. | did not; | only knew of Him.

At some point during the middle of my sophomore year, | started reading the BibleDuring college, He tested me, He
again. In the past |106ve al ways found t hefindlimg,larRlHé gavelmearéw vy a
was different. | saw power in the Word. God was revealing to me His wisdom, His understanding and a new life. | am

by no means a perfect Christian. |
am in fact far from it. But, He has

seek Him that | want to do so for

B|g Break bpanvuan It is quite an amazing experience, being = the rest of my life. | put myaith
A able to share the Word of Gp_d in one of |rbH|m I turn my life over to Him.
I'tds not about t hethermesst Gdddss places dubirsg omeoof = a
how many people you personally convertedthe most Godess times.The last thing He is the Lord of my heart and my
during the week; it & wobld think khatvtheseg colleger u dife. il liveytp please Him and Him
and having faith i npa@Gesdhave brttlef mindbio Gotl, but a Kajoried

that step of faith to go out onto the beachesGod is so gracious that He DOES speak | want to conclude with a

and share the | ove toaHe he@rts rofi nsahy. durimgttiisstimea b o
letting the Holy Spirit work through you. This past spring break during our week, verse from Psalm 62:2
lt6s about you | i st 209 irepgtedapedple |canmei to gChriett h er S .
witnessing with not simply words but also because of our efforts. Thousands were
with actions. | toés ahgaged inaspirftualedonversatiory ane S
when necessary, and not on winningwere shared the Gospel, and we can
debates. It ds not adinply tcontime rtd pray nfiox thene and a
success; 1Itods about hdpe dhati Bod hashwotkedGin dhém
is unconditional. | thipsgh uB.b 0 U t being obe
and doing His will . | Thiosghoutbnoyufreshrmas lydar amay S
God first, and thenBisgpaBi @agk,yolugvef aligar.neldt 65SO much. One of
about Love. the most important things | learned
College has been an incredible learningduring Big Break about sharing my faith AMy soul find re
experience and an even more amazing wallis the importance of listening. As | alone; my salvation comes from

with God. God has brought me to placesexperienced during the week, most non
that | never even imagined | would go, andChristians simply want to be heard. They
has gotten me to think about the world inwant their thoughts, opinions, and
entirely new ways. This past spring break Iproblems with God and Christianity to be never beAmsmhaken. o
attended a short term mission trip run byheard; they simply want to be loved. Now

Campus Crusade f or bdhnlga Chsistian, and &speeially orie Bihog

Breako. In short, Bik ery iBterestackin apotogetis, listeéningg . t hat

focuses around fistr érstteads evbe diffictlt. Pegsonally, Bver y

year it is hosted in Panama City Beachtend to want to spew out everything |

Florida, an immensely popular spring breakknow and find true about the world we

vacation spot for thousands of collegelive in. But over the course of my first

students around the nation. At Big Break,year at college and during Big Break, |

we attend a conference in the mornings andave learned to listen not only with my

listen to speakers who talk about sharing
the Word of God, and then go out onto the
beaches in the afternoon, actually sharing
the Gospel to the college spring breakers.

Him. He alone is my rock and my
salvation; He is my fortress, | will

Continue on page 4...



Big Break continue...

ears, but also with my heart and my soul.

| 6ve |l earned t o reall
empathize with what each individual
personds heart is cryi

There is so much more that | could
write about, but there simply is not enough
space. This past year has been one
amazing spiritual growth experience for
me, and Big Break has contributed to that.
| just want to thank everyone who
supported us who went on the trip (Chris
Wu, Shuyue Zhou, and I) financially, but |
also am incredibly grateful to those who
supported us with prayer. Big Break was a
trip that | would recommend to anyone
who has not previously gone; it will
definitely change lives including your own
and propel your walk with God!

GOD IS GOOD! My partner and | were walking along the
beach after having been rejected 9 o
) ] 9 times, when | noticed an old wo
My Own Big Break Experiencewearing ragged clothes, crying next
trashcan. Mark Your Calendar
My name is Christopher Wu, and | am My initial thought was to contin
a freshman at UMass Amherst. As a figlking, and pass her by, yet, at 6.24-26
year here in college, | feel that God ktap | took, | felt God tugging and cal iRE S IE R =l
really blessed me in all aspects of my dai¢/to turn back and just talk to her.
life. God has provided for m&H ZHQW DQG WD O N H GRZESAINK
academically, that | may glorify him in my Jean (the name of the woman) turfiEasa=alEt/Se
work. God has provided for me spirituadiyt to be a homeless woman that S
that | may worship him at a local churggrlly just searching for something EC Summer BBQ
And God has provided for me headdr trust and believe in. Speaking with
that | may stay strong in him. All of thesade me realize and acknowledge SEH¥- P
things, though, | have taken for grantég things that God has blessed me WIBRXZNYEE
Life had turned monotonous in its routik® we continued speaking and telli
activities, and God was not the fitstr about how awesome our God rggiiyEe:
priority in my mind. Big Break changes, her interest sparked a renewed paSSicmgsiny-Ia==le)
that for me though. in my heart. At the close of
Big Break was basically a missiopgnversation, we were able to lead JORHAY
trip/ conference that lead collegesister Jean to Christ, while at the sSREISUSIRZELIE
students to share their faith with complétee, cementing my faith in him.
strangers in Panama City Beach, Florida.What | learned from Big Break wa
The conference that taught us method#haheveryone is really just seeking
how to share our faith were held in $mmeone better and more trustworth
morning and evenings. While afternodiedieve in; and that someone is God.
were dedicated to sharing and talkingathough I may be too scared to minis
the thousands of people on the beachesothing is too big a sacrifice when tell
me, this was a leap of faith, going beyeihers about the one | love. | have
my comfort zone to share what | believéemrned to live my life fully for God in
Although | knew that | was here inuly everything I d everythi
JORULGD WR PLQLVWHUGIRQG WD IRU *
lost sheep, | felt that there had to be a
GHHSHU UHDVRQ IRU PH EHICQ3Wu
until the third day that God really showed
me why he called me to Big Break.

9.17
Church Open House

918
58th Baptism Ceremony

10.7-10
Youth Fall Retreat

10.31
Fall Festival
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